It Is Written

A weekly publication of the
Junction Highway church of Christ in Kerrville, TX.

VYol. 6 May 12, 2024 No. 19

Blind To The Truth
By Matthew W. Bassford

Upton Sinclair once said, “It is difficult to get a man to understand something when his salary
depends on his not understanding it.” Few better illustrations of this truth exist than the behavior of the
craftsmen of Ephesus in Acts 19. They, along with everyone else in the city, are familiar with the
miraculous powers of Paul and the large numbers of Ephesians who are coming to Christ. However,
the craftsmen are much more interested in income than in eternal life. Because Paul’s success means
that they can’t make as much money from selling idolatrous shrines, rather than obeying the gospel
themselves, they start a riot to oppose it.

Still today, there are plenty of people who would rather serve Mammon than the Lord. Consider
the man who lies because his boss expects it or the woman who never attends Sunday services
because she works every weekend. To their number, we can add the denominational preachers who
invest countless hours in trying to explain away passages like Acts 22:16 but won’t spend five minutes
trying to figure out what it means. I've known exceptions, but most people who are required to maintain
a doctrinal position to keep their job will continue to maintain it in the face of overwhelming Scriptural
evidence.

However, money is far from the only thing that can blind our eyes to the truth. There are few
passages that are as straightforward as Matthew 19:9. I've studied the verse with any number of
couples before they even obeyed the gospel. Not once has any of those Biblical novices had any trouble
figuring out what the text means, even when it had dire implications for their own marriage.

Ironically, the people I've encountered who struggle with comprehension in Matthew 19:9 have

much more Scriptural experience than that. 99 percent of the time, they’ve got a problem. They're
unscripturally divorced. They’re unscripturally remarried. They’ve got a loved one who is unscripturally
divorced or remarried.
Then, with such powerful motivation, they return to “restudy” the text. The ones who know enough
about Greek to get into trouble, use their Greek to do exactly that. Others engage in massive Scriptural-
reinterpretation projects. I've seen novella-length papers arguing that Christians are still under the Law
of Moses, written with the sole goal of applying Deuteronomy 24 to modern marriages instead of
Matthew 19. Sadly, none of this changes the teaching of Matthew 19:9 or what the Lord will do on the
day of judgment.

It's easy for us to shake our heads at how easily others fall into self-deception in their study of
the Scriptures. However, these things should call us not to arrogance, but to watchfulness and fear. If
others who are knowledgeable about and even devoted to the word can make such grievous errors,
none of us are exempt! Money, family, and even the fear of what others might think can render us
equally blind. Only through awareness of our own vulnerability and stern commitment to the truth can
we avoid stumbling ourselves.

Return to the Lord

By Warren E. Berkeley



Built in to the message of the prophets was the appeal to repent. These men were sent by God
to expose sin and urge the guilty to repent. Often the appeal was framed as a challenge to return to the
Lord (Isaiah 6:10; Jeremiah 3:1; Malachi 3:7). For instance, Joel’'s appeal to Judah was for the people
to repent of their sins. “So rend your heart,” and “return to the Lord your God” (Joel 2:13). Through the
distribution of His judgments (locusts, drought, desolation), God intended to admonish His people to
come out of their sin and back to Him. It was His loving purpose to prompt a change in their direction.
The essential definition of repentance has not changed through the dispensations. We can, therefore,
use Joel’'s statement as the basis for our understanding of returning to the Lord. And this study can find
application for those who have been baptized but have left their God.

Repentance is a change in direction. The simple word “turn” shows that to be so. Those guilty
of sin (before or after baptism) need to turn; a change of direction is needed. If you’ve been letting the
world influence your thinking, your speech, your conduct, your dress or attitude, you need to change
your direction. If you've abandoned the assembly, harbored ill-will in your heart, accepted false
teaching, helped false teaching advance, participated in party strife or refused to grow, God seeks a
change in your direction. Repentance is a change in your direction, turning from your sin to the Lord (1
Thessalonians 1:9-10).

Repentance occurs in the heart. Observe in verse 12 of Joel 2, “with all your heart.” Everything
we do before God ought to be done with a whole heart. Repentance, to be complete and genuine, must
come from a whole heart: a heart of reverence for God, love for God; a heart influenced by the cross
of Christ. Repentance should be the product of a heart of mature responsibility toward everything that
is holy and right. The conviction of sin from the Word should be let in, so that repentance finds its true
and good expression.

Repentance is not just a ritual. “So rend your heart, and not your garments....” It was customary
among the Jews to express their emotions in very public, visible ways. To this day in middle eastern
cultures, when a family member dies, there may be public weeping and wailing; throwing dust in the
air; beating the breast and the rendering of garments. The problem to be noted here is, the emotion
must not be ritualized and confused with true repentance. The fact that someone may cry in public or
come down an aisle doesn’t assure wholehearted repentance. Repentance is a personal decision to
leave sin behind and come to God. It is a decision of heart, productive of good fruit. It may be
accompanied by some open expression, but the essence of the matter lies in the heart and the results
in life.

Repentance is made possible by a gracious God. “Return to the Lord your God, for He is
gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love....” If you are alive to hear the Word,
be convicted and repent, thank God that you have such a blessed opportunity. Thank Him for the
precious blood of Christ. “The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but
is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.” If
you are alive today, you can repent. Thank God for the time He has given you to return to Him, but
don’t presume upon His grace and providence. “He relents from doing harm,” but the day of the Lord
will come as a thief in the night. Repent while there is time.

If you are reading this as one convicted of your sin, now is the time to repent. If you just plan to
repent someday, that isn’t good enough. Ask God to relent, turn from your sin and enjoy peace with
Him through the Lord Jesus Christ.



